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Bee contestants take the stage in full rock star style

It was a night that required some concentration and a good knowledge of the language at the Grate Groan-Up Spelling Bee
hosted by Next Step Literacy at the Club at Bond Head on Saturday, April 11. Teams dressed up in some pretty fun costumes
and took on the challenge of trying to spell some obscure and difficult words. The event is the main fundraiser for Next Step
Literacy in Alliston. Read a full story on Page 2. BRIAN LOCKHART PHOTO
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Nominations for town council candidates open next month

BY BRIAN LOCKHART
LOCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE REPORTER

Ontario will go to the polls on Oct. 26
to elect municipal governments across the
province.

Nominations
open on May 1.

In New Tecumseth, council positions
include mayor, deputy mayor, and seven
town councillors.

The mayor and councillors will make deci-
sions about what happens in town and help
advance the town’s Strategic Plan by estab-
lishing specific priorities, targets, and goals
that move the municipality closer to its long-
term vision.

The Town of New Tecumseth has launched

for interested candidates

its Candidate Guide, a comprehensive
resource to help residents understand eligi-
bility criteria and the step-by-step nomina-
tion process for the upcoming municipal
election.

“Our goal is to make information clear,
accessible, and non-partisan so anyone inter-
ested in serving their community can make
an informed decision,” said Pamela Fettes,
New Tecumseth’s director of administration
services/clerk.

Residents can access the guide and related
resources at newtecumseth.ca/Elections.
Printed copies are also available at New
Tecumseth Town Hall, 24 Tupper Street
West, Alliston.

Elected officials in this upcoming election
will serve from Nov. 15, 2026, to Nov. 14,

2030.

The mayor serves as head of council under
the Municipal Act, including prescribed
strong mayor and CEO responsibilities, and
represents the Town of New Tecumseth as a
member of Simcoe County Council.

The deputy mayor serves as a member of
council with some enhanced duties in the
absence of the mayor, as approved by coun-
cil by-law.

A councillor serves as a member of council
to represent the interests of residents and the
community as outlined in the Municipal Act.

Members of council provide direction on
municipal services and priorities, including
infrastructure, fire services, land use plan-
ning, recreation and budgeting.

To be eligible to run for town council, you

must be a Canadian citizen and at least 18
years old. You must be a resident, property
owner or tenant, or the spouse of one in New
Tecumseth. You must not be legally prohib-
ited from voting, and not otherwise disquali-
fied from office.

Candidates may run for mayor, deputy
mayor, or councillor, but may not run for
more than one office at the same time.

To run, you must submit a nomination
form, an endorsement form endorsed by a
minimum of 25 persons who are eligible to
vote in New Tecumseth, and pay a nomi-
nation fee of $200 for mayor, and $100 for
deputy mayor or councillor.

You can find out more about running for
municipal public office by visiting the Town
website.

Grate Groan-Up Spelling Bee puts contestants’know

BY BRIAN LOCKHART
LOCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE REPORTER

If you’re going to enter a spelling bee, you
might as well dress like you want to win.

Teams dressed in some pretty wild cos-
tumes for the Grate Groan-Up Spelling Bee,
hosted by Next Step Literacy at the Club at
Bond Head in Beeton on Saturday, April 11.

The event raises funds for Next Step Lit-
eracy.

As the night wore on, teams began drop-
ping out after misspelling a word. As the eve-
ning progressed, the words got harder.

Even then, there were some pretty sharp
minds who were getting the correct spelling
of some obscure or difficult words.

“This is our 14th Annual Great Groan-Up
Spelling Bee. This is our annual fundraiser

to raise money for the free programs that
we offer at Next Step,” explained Next Step
Literacy Executive Director Shira Harrison
Mclntyre, who also serves as Ward 7 Coun-
cillor for New Tecumseth.

“We have free adult tutoring in reading,
writing, math, and computers. And now
we have free English as a second language
classes in the evening.”

The spelling bee has teams that take turns
getting up on stage and trying to spell a word
delivered by a moderator. Some of the words
require serious thought, and contestants will
spell the word on paper before giving their
answer.

“Teams of three compete in a traditional
spelling bee,” Shira explained. “There are
also prizes for best costume, most team spirit,
and most pledges. We also have a silent auc-
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tion and a dinner.”

Several local businesses and organizations
entered teams and dressed up in themes for
the event.

One by one, teams dropped out of the com-

edge to the test in annual showdown

petition as the words became more obscure
and harder to spell.

At the end of the night, one team left with
bragging rights and the knowledge that they
helped raise funds for a good cause.
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ADULT SPELLING BEE - The

Grate Groan Up Spelling Bee was held at the Club on Bond

Head in Beeton on April 11, with teams of contestants dressing up in costume and doing their

best to spell difficult words.
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BY BRIAN LOCKHART
LOCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE REPORTER

A proposal by the provincial Ministry of
Municipal Affairs and Housing is causing
significant concern among local residents.

The proposal outlines massive growth for
New Tecumseth and the surrounding area.
Towns considered include New Tecumseth,
Bradford West Gwillimbury, Innisfil, Essa,
and Adjala-Tosorontio.

The proposal was released by the province
on April 8 and includes large-scale develop-
ments in Alliston, Beeton, and Tottenham.

In Tottenham, the plan calls for two devel-

opments. One development consists of 153
hectares on the east side of town that would
include building 1,874 houses.

The second development would be on the
northwest side of town, encompassing 433
hectares and 3,700 homes.

In Beeton, the proposed development
would include 251.17 hectares and the build-
ing of 10,700 homes.

In Alliston, the proposal calls for a massive
development spanning 1,955 hectares, with
12,700 homes built on the south side of the
town. A second proposal for Alliston includes
78 hectares of land with 1,231 homes.

Everett could see the development of 152
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Town seeks public comment on massive growth proposed

hectares, and the hamlet of Baxter could see
the development of 98 hectares and 1,470
homes.

The Town of New Tecumseth is aware of
the proposal on the province’s Environmental
Registry of Ontario, ‘Addressing Growth and
Housing Needs in South Simcoe.”

The proposal is currently under review
by senior Town staff and is expected to be
brought forward for consideration at a future
Council meeting.

The province has opened a 30-day public
comment period, which will remain open
until May. 8.

“Public input is an important part of this

process,” said New Tecusmeth Mayor Rich-
ard Norcross. “We encourage residents to
share their feedback during the province’s
commenting period.”

A proposal to build a large development
on the northwest side of Tottenham a couple
of years ago was met with a strong nega-
tive response by local residents. A majority
of people in town opposed a major develop-
ment, citing that there is already too much
traffic through town and that they want to
keep its small-town vibe.

Residents are encouraged to submit their
comments directly to the province by email
at southsimcoegrowthstrategy @onatrio.ca.

Queen Street road resurfacing project to
begin in Tottenham after previous delay

BY BRIAN LOCKHART
LOCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE REPORTER

After a previous delay, the Queen Street
resurfacing project in Tottenham is scheduled
to run through spring.

The Town of New Tecumseth advises resi-
dents and property owners that Lisbon Paving
Co. Ltd. will resume the road improvement
work on Queen Street between Nolan Road
and 177 Queen St. South, at the Tottenham
water tower.

The project includes removing the existing
asphalt surface, repaving the roadway, and
installing new pavement markings, including
parking spaces.

Construction is anticipated to be complete

by May 30.

Traffic will be affected by the project, but
disruption is expected to be minimal.

To ensure safety and maintain mobility
throughout the project, one lane of vehicu-
lar traffic will remain open during working
hours. Two lanes of traffic will be open dur-
ing non-working hours.

Safe pedestrian access will be maintained
at all times.

The contractor will coordinate directly with
residents regarding any temporary driveway
disruptions or closures, ensuring impacts are
minimized and temporary parking options are
arranged as needed.

For vehicle, pedestrian, and worker safety,
please obey all posted signage and follow

Fundraising hockey game for Stevenson
Memorial Hospital Foundation this weekend

BY BRIAN LOCKHART
LOCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE REPORTER

While the hockey season is pretty much
over, there is still one more game you can
attend if you’re a fan, and help raise funds for
a good cause at the same time.

Hat Trick for Stevenson Memorial Hospital
Foundation (SMHF) is a charity game taking
place this weekend that will raise funds for
the Foundation.

This will be a high-energy community
hockey game featuring teams of first respond-
ers, hospital staff, and community members.
There will also be members of the OPP, Allis-
ton Hornets, Essa Minor Hockey, and munic-
ipal staff on the ice.

This family-friendly event will offer a fun
afternoon at the arena and the last hockey
game of the year before warm weather arrives
and hockey players turn to the golf greens.

The Hat Trick for SMHF will take place
at the New Tecumseth Recreation Centre on
Sunday, April 19. The game will start at 1
p.m.

Tickets are $10 and are available at the
Stevenson Memorial Hospital Foundation at
39 Victoria Street East, in Alliston, and at the
following municipal administration centres:

* New Tecumseth — 24 Tupper Street West,
Alliston.

* Essa — 5786 County Road 21, Utopia.

* Adjala-Tosorontio — 7855 30th Sideroad,
Alliston

IF YOU NEED HELP ACCESSING
PROVINCIAL GOVERNMENT
SERVICES, MY TEAM AND I CAN HELP.

ALLISTON CONSTITUENCY OFFICE

180 PARSONS ROAD, UNIT 28
ALLISTON, ONTARIO LOR IE8
(705) 435-4087

BRIAN.SAUNDERSON@PC.OLA.ORG

BRIAN

SAUNDERSON

MPP, Simcoe-Grey

Ontario
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Editorial, Letters & Opinion

“The window to the world can be covered by a newspaper.”
~ Stanislaw Jerzy Lec

Turn into the waves

When | was in my final year of high
school, our entire Grade 12 class
entered the gym to view the movie “A
Tale of Two Cities.”

The teachers set up a large movie
screen and ran the film through a pro-
jector.

We were studying the classic Charles
Dickens novel in English class, and this
was a good way to really bring the story
to life.

| believe it was the 1958 version of the
film.

There were a lot of crying girls at the
end of the film when Sydney Carton
stands in front of the guillotine, and his
overdub states: “It is a far, far better thing
that | do, than | have ever done; it is a
far, far better rest that | go to than | have
ever known.”

It was a great way to learn about
something you are studying.

If there is one film | have always
thought that should be shown in schools,
it would be the 1954 classic, “The Caine
Mutiny,” starring Humphrey Bogart, Fred
MacMurray, Van Johnson, Robert Fran-
cis, and José Ferrer.

It is a great film, and the final scene is
where the lesson is taught.

The film is set on a fictional U.S. mine-
sweeper in the Pacific during World War

Minority reports

Like many Canadians on Monday
night, | eagerly awaited the results of
three Federal byelections — two in the
GTA and one in the Montreal area.

Byelections, as a rule, don’t typically
capture the public’s imagination, but it’s
closer to the rule in Minority Govern-
ments, as Canada has been in since
the October 19, 2019, Federal election
when Justin Trudeau’s Liberals were
reduced by some 20 seats in the House
of Commons — 157 seats, down from the
177 they held prior to the writ dropping.
The incumbent government’s numbers
improved slightly when Canadians next
went to the polls, with the seat count
“swelling” to 160 — still ten short to form
a majority.

Going into last year’s Federal Election
under the newly-minted leadership of
Mark Carney, their fortunes rose again
— still a few short of the new threshold of
172 seats for a majority established by
a redistribution of the electoral map, but
enough to apparently put fresh breeze
into the party’s sails.

Two.

A new commander is taking over the
ship. Lt. Cmdr. Queeg, played by Hum-
phrey Bogart, is an old-school naval man
who believes discipline and order are
needed on a naval ship.

When Queeg assumes command, his
executive officers are not pleased with
his style. They begin to take notes on his
behaviour.

At one point, several of the execu-
tive officers request a meeting with the
Admiral to ask for Queeg’'s dismissal.
However, as they wait for their meeting,
one of the officers notices the behaviour
of the sailors on the aircraft carrier.

He realizes those sailors were acting
how you were supposed to behave on
a naval ship, not the way the lackadaisi-
cal and undisciplined crew of the Caine
behave, and they change their mind
about meeting the Admiral.

Queeg certainly has some quirky hab-
its, and it is suggested he is losing his
nerve as a combat commander in a war
zone.

The executive officers question his
command and always give him a hard
time. This frustrates Queeg, who is try-
ing to run the ship as a naval vessel
should operate.

During a severe storm in the Pacific,

Each nation-wide election held since
the Maijority was lost in 2019 has been
seen, as it so often is by pundits, as a
litmus test on current leadership, who-
ever might be in a party’s top job at the
time. Monday’s byelection results, as
such, can certainly be seen as a win for
Carney and the Liberals as they finally
pieced together a Majority Government
— despite how they got there.

The road to a Majority has had its fair
share of supporters and detractors.

The green-carpeted road across the
floor of the House of Commons is not
without its potholes and those who have
made the move from the Conservatives
and the NDP towards the Liberal Gov-
ernment have faced their fair share of
heat for doing so. They will face their
constituents in the next nationwide
election but, for now, they are confident
they made the right move — if not for
their constituents, but certainly for their
careers. Their constituents, however,
might have a different opinion.

Whether or not the floor-crossers did

FROM THE SECOND ROW

when the entire fleet is in danger, Queeg
refused to turn the ship into the waves or
take on ballast, even though his execu-
tive officers are insisting on saving the
ship, because the ship has received no
orders to do so.

The officer played by Fred MacMur-
ray steps in and orders Queeg to stand
down, and he takes command of the
vessel — effectively committing a mutiny.

In the resulting court-martial, in which
the executive officers are on ftrial for
mutiny, their attorney paints a picture of
Queeg as being incompetent and possi-
bly mentally unstable. He hails the offi-
cers as heroes for taking command from
a faltering Queeg and saving the ship
and the lives of everyone on board.

The officers are found not guilty as a
result.

It is after the trial, when the executive
officers are celebrating their acquittal at
a party, that the real drama unfolds.

Their lawyer enters the room and is
infuriated by the sight of the men cel-
ebrating.

He tells them what really happened.
The lawyer tells them that to save them
from being found guilty, he had to ‘tor-
pedo’ Queeg and deliberately destroy a
man’s reputation.

If the executive officers had behaved

soto further theirown ambitions, achieve
the best results for their electorate, or to
further the work of the incumbent gov-
ernment given the extraordinary geopo-
litical situation we find ourselves in as
Canadians, is known only to them, but,
at the very least, it’s brought this coun-
try a degree of stability it hasn’t had in
more than half-a-decade.

Those most fervent against floor
crossings — typically the more partisan
among us, and generally only when
the move across the floor goes against
their preferred grain, and certainly
not when the tides turn in their favour
— might see it as an affront against
democracy, despite it being something
that has occurred relatively regularly in
our Westminster-style democracy, but,
without a shred of partisanship here, it's
nice to have some certainty amongst
our leadership for the time being when
so much uncertainty exists elsewhere.

Canadians continue to redefine not
only our relationship with the United
States in these extraordinary circum-

BRIAN LOCKHART

naval offi-
respected
command,
he tells them, then
likely  during the
storm, Queeg would have respected
their advice and turned the ship into the
waves.

He calls Henry Fonda’s character the
real villain and throws a drink in his face.

It is a story of deflecting the truth and
avoiding responsibility and accountabil-
ity.

Our current federal government
is doing this all the time. Instead of
addressing the concerns of our country’s
citizens, they make announcements
about unpopular policies and tell us we
should be thrilled about the decision.

The government gladly gives your
tax dollars to other countries while we
have homeless people sleeping on the
streets. Our borders are not secure, but
they tell us that building more houses will
fix that, rather than addressing the real
issue.

Violent criminals go unpunished while
law-abiding citizens are threatened with
more gun bans.

Canadians are a little too complacent
when demanding responsibility and
accountability from their politicians.

like real
cers and
Queeg’s

BROCK WEIR
BROCK'S BANTER

stances but our role
in the wider world,
which too is adjust-
ing to the same
uncertainties as we
are. Despite how we
got here, it is a positive that our partners
know who they will be dealing with for
the foreseeable future and we, in turn,
know that the policies put forward by the
party in charge will be done with more
than just political longevity in mind.

As was my view when Stephen Harp-
er's Conservative Party of Canada
finally formed a Majority Government
in 2011 after losing a Confidence vote
in the House of Commons, it will be a
refreshing change of pace not to be in
constant “election mode” and see what
can be accomplished without so many
pieces of legislation leaving the entirety
of the machine of government teetering
on a knife’s edge.

Continued on Page 15
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Hungary: The tide goes out

Polish Prime Minister Donald Tusk sent a message
congratulating Hungary’s newly elected prime min-
ister, Peter Magyar, for having evicted long-serving
populist leader Viktor Orban (aka ‘The Viktator’) from
power. All the usual welcoming words, but Tusk’s
message ended with two slightly mysterious words in
Hungarian: “Ruszkik Haza” — Russians Go Home.

There are no Russians in Hungary, apart from occa-
sional visitors, so what was that about? It dates back
to 1989, when a then-youthful student leader called
Viktor Orban became an overnight national hero
by giving a speech telling the Russians to end their
45-year-old military occupation and go home.

They did go home then, but their influence returned
with Orban’s return to the prime ministership. He had
previously occupied the office as a conventional con-
servative in 1998-2002, but he practically invented
modern populism — ‘illiberalism’, as he called it —for
his comeback in 2010. And this time the Russians
were with him all the way.

Hungary’s value to Moscow was its membership
in the European Union and NATO, which enabled it

to pass on all the information that its representatives
had access to as members. Orban also blocked vari-
ous EU decisions that Russia disapproved of, like his
recent veto of a $105 billion EU loan to Ukraine to
replace the US aid that Trump cancelled.

That loan will now go through. Repairing the huge
damage done by sixteen years of Orban will take a
lot longer: the judiciary has been packed, the govern-
ment is a kleptocracy, the media are 80%-owned by
Orban’s cronies, and the electoral map has been ger-
rymandered. But the main interest for non-Hungarians
is the possibility that this is a communicable disease.

Populists all over the place clearly fear that it might
be. Orban rose to power when Donald Trump was a
property developer, Italy’s Prime Minister Giorgia Mel-
oni was a junior minister, France’s Marine Le Pen and
Britain’s Nigel Farage were fringe figures, and Ger-
many’s Alice Weidel was a financial consultant.

They all found time in their busy schedules to
offer their support to Viktor Orban, and now they are
strangely silent. It's like when your parents die: you
realise that it's now you on the front line.

Last week, with Orban trailing

I'M ASKING CHATEPT HOW
TO STOP THE AL DATA CENTRE

badly, they pulled all the stops out.
Trump, in his fifth intervention in
support of Orban in six months,
posted “I AM WITH HIM ALL THE

WAY”, and Vice-President JD
Vance showed up in Budapest in
person on the way to his equally
unsuccessful performance in the
‘peace talks’ in Islamabad.

This is an unusual amount of
attention to lavish on an election
in a country of nine million people
located in the unfashionable end of
Europe. You only have to compare
it to the attention that the world
media gave to the 2023 election
that brought Orban clone Robert
Fico back to power in Slovakia.

That event got almost zero
attention, whereas Sunday’s elec-
tion in Hungary got front-page
coverage almost everywhere. The
difference is entirely due to the
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fact that Orban’s loss was seen
as a defeat for the founding father
for the populist strategy, at least in
its current incarnation — and pos-
sibly a harbinger of the future.

The anxiety of some and the hopes of other have
been stoked by the growing likelihood that the populist
formula is failing in its natural homeland, the United
States. Trump’s own erratic behaviour is part of the
problem, but the economic dislocation caused by his
war against Iran is an even bigger reason for them to
fear defeat in the midterm elections next November.

The governing party losing control of one House of
Congress in the midterms, or even of both, is a fre-
quent feature of national politics in the United States,
and it normally doesn’t cause despair. It's a protest
vote, and it's not even a reliable predictor of what will
happen in the general election.

Yet Trump & Co. in the United States, and even
more so their fellow travelers in Europe and far-flung
outposts like Argentina, seem concerned that the
wind has changed, even though nobody else has
noticed it yet.

Maybe they are wrong, and this is only a minor set-
back in their inevitable march to power everywhere in
the West. But protest-based mass movements have
an average lifetime of 10-15 years, so a steep decline
in the health and longevity of populist governments
starting about now would not be untypical.

On the other hand, Trump’s desperate antics as
he seek a face-saving way out of his war on Iran
are prolonging an eco-
nomic downturn that
could end in a major
recession.

Voters punish =L
whichever  govern- McGUIRE
ment is in power
when a recession EI]I::/II;IF(E%NG
arrives with complete .
disregard for  the « All Styles of Fencing

o Installed & Repaired
o We Also Paint Fences

705-435-2770

www.mcguirefencing.com
RR 1, EGBERT, ONT. LOL 1NO

actual causes, so we
could see old popu-
list regimes go down
even as new ones
emerge elsewhere.

Puzzle No. 264310 » Solution in Classifieds

No ome bas mone self-conflidence than the person whs does a crosswond puazle with a pen

CLUES ACROSS
1. Greek goddess of
marriage

5. Tropical American
blue jay-like bird

10. Abba __, Israeli
politician

14. Dark olive black
15. Light, crinkled
fabric

16. Notre Dame has a
golden one

17. Leaked blood

18. Confronted

19. Negligible amount
20. Facilitated

22. Hill or rocky peak
23. Minneapolis suburb
24. Songs to one’s
beloved

27. Brake horsepower
30. Angry

31. Children’s game
32. Spelling is a type
of one

35. Obtained in return
for labor

37. Indicates center
38. Chinese dynasty
39. Old World

buffaloes

40. Slang for time off
41. Fabric

42. Ancient kingdom
near Dead Sea

43. Defunct regional
economic organization
44. Philly footballers
45. Female sibling
46. Peter Griffin’s
daughter

47. Digital audiotape
48. Insecticide

49. Scientific
instrument

52. Pages may be
dog-__

55.Israeli city __ Aviv
56. Type of sword

60. Middle Eastern
military title

61. Wise individuals
63. French Polynesian
island Bora __

64. Popular shoe type
65. One of 50

66. Divulge a secret
67. Dish of cooked
meat mixed with
potatoes

68. Actress Zellweger
69. Romanian city
CLUES DOWN

1. Greek cupbearer of
the Gods

2. Ancient Syrian city

3. Small Eurasian
deer (pl.)

4. Range of mountains

5. One thousand cubic
feet (abbr.)

6. Spoke

7. City in Georgia

8. Theatrical

9. CNN’s founder

10. Icelandic poems
11.Bjorn __, tennis
player

12. Bowfin genus

13. One point north of
northeast

21. Political divisions
in ancient Greece

23.
Electroencephalograph
25. Cool!

26. Male parent

27. Where some
gymnasts work

28. Capital of Vietnam

29. Sailboats

32. Shelter (Scottish)
33. Completed

34. Discharge

36. Arrest

37. Partner to cheese
38. Coffee receptacle
40. Stagnate

41. Satisfies

43. Snakelike fish

44. Consume food

46. Type of school

47. Erase

49. Inform

50. Girl’s given name
51. Spiritual leader of a
Jewish congregation
52. Every one of two or
more things

53. Northern India city
54. Seventeenth stars in
a constellation

57. Weapon

58. Amounts of time
59. Isodor __,
American Nobel
physicist

61. Soviet Socialist
Republic

62. Witness
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COMMUNITY VOICE

Monthly Message: A day in the life of a volunteer at the Alliston Food Bank

What does a day in the life of a volunteer
at the Alliston Food Bank really look like?

From the outside, it may seem simple.
You might picture a few people sorting do-
nations or handing out food. But step inside,
and you’ll quickly see that every day is a
coordinated effort powered by dedicated
volunteers working together to support our
community.

Each day begins behind the scenes, where
our sorters and inventory volunteers play a
key role. Donations arrive from local stores,
food drives, and community members, and
every item is carefully checked, sorted, and
organized. It is important work that ensures
everything we distribute is safe, usable, and
ready for our shelves.

At the same time, our drivers and pas-
sengers are out in the community, picking
up donations from our partner locations.
These deliveries are a vital part of keeping
our shelves stocked and reflect the strong
partnerships we have built throughout our
community.

Once donations are sorted, our stock-
ers and prep volunteers step in. Shelves
are filled, displays are organized, and food

is prepared for distri-
bution. Everything is
thoughtfully arranged
to create a space that
is easy to navigate and
welcoming for the in-
dividuals and families
we serve.

An important part
of keeping our space
clean, organized, and
inviting is the help of our student volunteers.
From tidying shelves to organizing products
and supporting general upkeep, students
play a valuable role in maintaining a posi-
tive environment for everyone who walks
through our doors. Their energy, willingness
to help, and commitment to giving back
make a meaningful difference each day.

As we move into client service hours, the
pace shifts and our front-line volunteers take
the lead.

Our reception volunteers are often the first
point of contact. They greet clients, check
them in, and help guide them through the
process. This role requires compassion, pa-
tience, and a strong sense of confidentiality.

FOOD BANK

) - e qqk '..'o
BLspeo™ S

Our client support
volunteers work close-
ly with individuals who
may be visiting for the
first time or who need
additional assistance.
They help explain how
the food bank works,
answer questions, and
ensure that each person
feels comfortable and
supported.

On the floor, our counters walk alongside
clients as they shop. They help track points,
assist in finding items, and provide a friend-
ly and welcoming presence. These interac-
tions are at the heart of what we do, ensuring
that everyone who visits feels respected and
valued.

Outside attendants play an equally impor-
tant role, helping carry groceries to vehicles
and supporting the flow of clients coming
in and out of the building. They also assist
with restocking between client waves, keep-
ing everything running smoothly.

Overseeing it all are our shift supervisors,
who help coordinate the day, support volun-

teers, and ensure operations run efficiently.
They are a key part of keeping everything
organized and making sure both volunteers
and clients have a positive experience.

Throughout the day, there is a constant
sense of teamwork. Volunteers support one
another, step in where needed, and work to-
gether to ensure no task is left undone. It is a
fast-paced environment, but one filled with
purpose.

What makes volunteering at the Alliston
Food Bank truly special is the impact. Every
role, whether behind the scenes or directly
with clients, contributes to something big-
ger. It is about more than food. It is about
dignity, respect, and community.

Many of our volunteers come looking for
a way to give back, but stay because of the
connections they build and the difference
they see firsthand.

As the need in our community continues
to grow, so does our need for volunteers. If
you have ever wondered what it is like to
be part of the Alliston Food Bank, we invite
you to learn more.

There is a place for everyone here, and ev-
ery role truly makes a difference.
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WE WANT TO HEAR FROM YOU

Passionate about an issue you’ve read about within the pages of the
New Tecumseth Times? Want to share your opinion?
Email us a letter to the editor to: newtectimeseditorial@gmail.com.
Be sure to include your name and town.

r the call.

Volunteer with Ontario Corps.

Sign up at ontario.ca/OntarioCorps

Paid for by the Government of Ontario

Ontario @




Demystifying public health
food safety inspections

Health inspections take place in many
different settings, but they all have the
same goal: making sure that the right
steps are being taken to protect people
from getting sick, injured, or, in the most
serious cases, dying. One of the most
noticeable ways this work is done is
through food safety inspections in res-
taurants throughout the community.

Signs are posted at all places the
health unit inspects, including restau-
rants and other food businesses. The
signs include a QR code and information
on where you can see the results of the
health unit's inspections. These results
are posted on the health unit's website,
and news outlets will sometimes share
stories about recent inspection results.
All of this is done to help the public make
informed choices about where they may
want to eat or visit.

In 2025, Simcoe Muskoka District

inspectors (PHIs) completed more than
8,300 inspections at food premises,
including restaurants, food trucks and
kitchens in long-term care homes. This
includes routine and follow-up inspec-
tions, and responses to complaints made
by the public.

All health units in Ontario are required
under Ontario Regulation 493/17 Food
Premises of the Health Protection and
Promotion Act (HPPA) to make inspec-
tion reports available to the public. These
reports remain online for two years and
include what the inspector found, and the
actions required by the restaurant.

When an inspector identifies condi-
tions or practices that could put people’s
health at risk, they document the prob-
lem (infraction) using words from the
legislation, but the specific details are
not publicly accessible to protect confi-
dentiality and maintain consistency with
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is the severity of the problem, such as
whether it is a critical issue, meaning
it could cause illness, or a non critical
issue, meaning that it is required by law
but does not pose an immediate health
risk.

Once the inspection is complete, the
inspector will prepare a report and share
it with business and provide feedback.
When no problems are found, the report
will say “satisfactory.” However, if a
problem is found, the business is given
instruction and a deadline to correct it,
and the report will say “action required.”

Some of the terms used in health
inspection reports are straightforward,
while others can be confusing without
context. For example, “education pro-
vided” means that the health inspec-
tor took time to explain the issue to the
business operator and offered guid-
ance on how to correct it. Other terms

DR. MICHELLE QUAYE
PUBLIC HEALTH PHYSICIAN

destroyed” can sound
alarming, but it can
often refer to routine
steps such as throwing
out hazardous food or
damaged equipment, like a cracked cut-
ting board that can’t be cleaned properly.

Public health inspectors work closely
with business operators to resolve issues
quickly. Their goal is to ensure that any
problems identified during an inspection
are corrected promptly so operators can
continue serving the community safely
while protecting the health of the public.

For more information about pub-
lic health inspections, visit SMDHU’s
InspectionConnection.

Dr. Michelle Quaye is a public health
physician at the Simcoe Muskoka District
Health Unit. Her primary responsibilities
are in the areas of environmental health,

family and community health, population

Health Unit (SMDHU) public health legal requirements. What is included such as “equipment/product seized and health assessment and health equity.

BY BRIAN LOCKHART
LOCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE REPORTER

bodies, as unstable ice cover, slippery
banks, and fast-flowing water have created
dangerous conditions.

A significant portion of the snowpack has
melted due to rainfall and above-zero tem-
peratures.

The warmer temperatures are expected to
accelerate snowmelt in the watershed areas
with remaining snowpack.

This has resulted in increased water lev-
els and flows.

In addition, the warmer temperatures
have caused the breakup of ice cover. At
this time of year, there is always the poten-

Nottawasaga Valley Conservation Authority issues water level warning after several days of rain

The Nottawasaga Valley Conservation
Authority has issued a water level warning
after warmer temperatures and associated
snowmelt, combined with several days of
precipitation, have resulted in above-sea-
sonal water levels throughout the Notta-
wasaga watershed.

However, the flood risk remains low at
this time.

The public, especially children and pets,
is advised to stay away from all local water

tial for localized flooding from any remain-
ing ice jams.

The NVCA staff will closely monitor the
situation and provide an update if condi-
tions change.
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The Spring Tonic Festival 2026 came to the Tiffin Centre for
Conservation in Utopia on April 11 and 12, with thousands of
attendees enjoying the all-Canadian tradition of crafting maple
syrup. Visitors were taken on a tour where they learned how
maple syrup was made historically and how it's made today.
The tour ended with a pancake and sausage breakfast, topped
with freshly harvested maple syrup.

BRIAN LOCKHART PHOTO
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'} ‘all ages,
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‘Register here |
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SCDSB students to represent Simcoe County at national science fair

BY BRIAN LOCKHART
LOCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE REPORTER

In late March, elementary and secondary stu-
dents from across Simcoe County represented
their schools at the Simcoe County Regional
Science and Technology Fair (SCRSTF), an
annual event celebrating excellence in science,
technology, engineering, and math (STEM).

Nearly 400 students submitted almost 250
projects, separated into five categories: Ani-
mal and Plant Sciences, Computer Science and
Engineering, Earth and Environmental Sci-
ences, Human and Health Sciences, and Physi-
cal and Mathematical Sciences.

Five projects from Simcoe County District

Simcoe County at the Canada-Wide Science
Fair from May 23 to 28. The following SCDSB
students are members of Team Simcoe at this
year’s national fair in Edmonton, Alberta:

e Anne B. — Bear Creek SS, Petal to the
Metal — using Chlorella Algae to Remove
Heavy Metals from Mining Runoff

e Jasper C. — Codrington PS, Follow the
Light

¢ Nia H. — Bear Creek SS, The Elastic Uni-
verse Model

e Solomon K. - Bear Creek SS, Mitigating
cognitive decline in the elderly using high fre-
quency near-infrared light

e Aaryav S. — Bradford District HS, Aquabo-
tix: Al-Powered UV Detection and Autono-

sional and special award
categories. In the divisional
awards  categories,  stu-
dents from SCDSB schools
received 31 honourable
mentions, 18 bronze med-
als, 12 silver medals, and
seven gold medals.

SCDSB  students were
also recognized with 31 spe-
cial awards, which are spon-
sored by community organi-
zations and other SCRSTF
partners.

To view the full results
from the 2026 SCRSTF

3 TTC UNIVER ST MIDEL
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School Board (SCDSB) students in Grades 7 to

mous Microplastic Removal
12 were selected to move forward to represent

Projects are recognized with awards in divi-

and learn more, visit sim-
coesciencefair.ca.
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Preventing Neurodegeneration msing high
frequency Photobiomodulation

Results
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Magic is 7 years old and head of the greeting
committee. He loves to get his pets and runs to
meet the volunteers. Magic is very playful and
will spend hours with a wand toy. This handsome
stud has a best buddy Rufus, who although isn‘t
as outgoing, also loves his pets (yes you can
adopt both!).

Magic is neutered, microchipped, dewormed,
flea treated and vaccinated.
Adoption price: $275

Check our facebook page to see the other kitties looking for their forever
home. Donations always needed to help care for the cats as we are not
funded at all, and rely on donations and fundraisers. If you would like to
volunteer as well we are always appreciative.

FERAL CAT RESCUE INC.

519-278-0707

SUCCESS AT THE SCIENCE FAIR - Students from schools within the Simcoe County District
School Board (SCDSB) show off their displays at the Simcoe County Regional Science and
Technology Fair. Several projects are being recognized from students in Grades 7 to 12. In
the divisional awards categories, students from SCDSB schools received 31 honourable men-
tions, 18 bronze medals, 12 silver medals, and seven gold medals. SCDSB students were also
recognized with 31 special awards, which are sponsored by community organizations and other
SCRSTF partners. CONTRIBUTED PHOTOS

VENDOR APPLICATIONS

ORANGEVILLE CITIZEN

HOLLYF

shopping experience

We’re decking the halls once again and inviting unique, passionate vendors to join
us in making HollyFest even more magical in its second year. After an incredible
inaugural event, we're excited to welcome new businesses and continue growing
Orangeville Citizen’s signature holiday shopping experience.

If you're ready to showcase your products, connect with an engaged community, join a
festive tradition in the making, we’d love to have you at HollyFest and share in the magic!

Saturday, November 21, 2026 - 9am to 4pm; and
Sunday, November 22, 2026 - 10am to 3pm

Indoors at the Orangeville Fairgrounds,
247090 Side Rd 5, Mono .

. o

orangevillehollyfest.ca

To apply to be a vendor at the show, scan the QR code, visit our
website or email shows@Ipcmedia.ca for a vendor application form.

Apply before June 1, 2026 and be eligible for early
acceptance on June 26.



1 0 THE NEW TECUMETH TIMES | THURSDAY, APRIL 16, 2026

SP

TYTY

NEW TECUMSETH TIMES

A UL

Alliston Curling Club hosts Meltdown Spiel to celebrate end of season

BY BRIAN LOCKHART
LOCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE REPORTER

It was the final time for many club mem-
bers to get out on the ice sheets and enjoy
one last day of curling before the ice is
removed at the Alliston Curling Club.

The club hosted its annual Meltdown
Spiel on Saturday, April 11, and it had a full
turnout of curlers who wanted to have one
final match in a non-competitive afternoon
of play.

Curlers will have to wait until October
when new ice is made before they can enjoy
their sport again.

“We started doing the Meltdown Spiel
years ago. This is an annual event,” said
Alliston Curling Club President Shawn
Evans. “The event is just for fun. It’s not
competitive. The ice comes out on Thursday
of next week, so that’s why we call it the
meltdown. It’s the final club event before all
the leagues wrap up for the year.”

The ice at the club is normally removed

v

in April of each year. It is a process that
takes several days, as the ice sheets are
around three inches thick and produce a lot
of water that has to be pumped out of the
facility.

“It takes two to three weeks to remove the
ice,” Evans explained. “They shut the ice
plant down, then it takes a good week for it
to melt, then it all has to be pumped out.”

A total of 64 curlers were on the ice, and
games went on all day. There were 16 teams
of four players — the maximum number of

players that can fill the bonspiel on the four
ice sheets.

Each team played two games.

The Alliston Curling Club is currently
celebrating 125 years as a club. The current
building was built in 1956, and a lot of the
work was done by volunteers.

The club will be celebrating the anniver-
sary with a big party on May. 31.

Club members enjoyed the final day of
non-competitive fun on the ice before they
moved on to summer Sports.

END OF SEASON PLAY - Curlers enjoy their
last day on the ice during the Alliston Curling
Club’s annual Meltdown Spiel to end the season
on Saturday, Apr. 11. The ice will be coming out
of the facility for the summer. The Curling Club
is currently celebrating its 125th anniversary.

BRIAN LOCKHART PHOTO

Stayner eliminated from PJHL playoffs after losing to Fergus in four-game sweep

BY BRIAN LOCKHART
LOCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE REPORTER

Three out of four conference finals have
been decided in the Provincial Junior
Hockey League (PJHL) after weekend play.

Locally, the Stayner Siskens are done for
the season after losing in a four-game sweep
to the Fergus Whalers.

The final game was played in Fergus on
Sunday, April 12, and ended with a 3-2 win
for the Whalers.

The Siskins eliminated the Alliston Hor-

nets in the North Carruthers division cham-
pionship in a series that went six games. That
series wrapped up on April 1 in Alliston.

Fergus will go on to play the East Confer-
ence winner once that series is finished in
the Schmalz Cup semi-final.

The Frankford Huskies are currently lead-
ing the Uxbridge Bruins 3-2 in the East Con-
ference.

Frankford had a solid 3-1 lead, but the
Bruins got back into the series with a 3-1
win in Game 5 on Sunday, April 12, on
Frankford’s home ice.

Game 6 of the East Conference series
was scheduled for April 14, with results not
available at press time.

In the South conference, the Tavistock
Braves have emerged as the 2026 champi-
ons after eliminating the Dundas Blues in a
series that went four games.

The series ended on Saturday, April 11, on
Tavistock home ice with a 3-2 win for the
Braves.

Tavistock will now move on to the semi-
final round of competition.

They will face the Lakeshore Canadiens

in the semi-final.

The Canadiens won the West Conference
title by knocking out the Mt. Brydges Bull-
dogs in a four-game sweep.

Lakeshore had an easy series win, domi-
nating all four games.

The two teams remaining after the semi-
final round of the playoffs will compete for
the 2026 Schmalz Cup Junior C champion-
ship.

It has been a long season with a lot of
exciting small-town hockey around the
province.



Local equine therapy centre inspires playwright to document her journey

BY BRIAN LOCKHART
LOCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE REPORTER

When playwright Anita La Selva lost her
partner of many years to alcoholism, she
began searching for a way to work through
her grief.

She was introduced to Horse Spirit Connec-
tion in Tottenham.

This centre partners individuals with horses
that act therapeutically with visitors.

Anita connected with Spirit Walker, a thor-
oughbred horse at the equine centre. The
results of the interaction worked so well that
it inspired Anita to begin work on a play about
her experience.

After starting the play, things went awry
during the pandemic, and she shifted focus to
make a short film instead. The film went on to
screen at 18 international film festivals.

“Once the pandemic was over, I wanted
to continue and workshop it, and continue
to develop it as a play, which is what I have
been doing over the past three years,” Anita
explained.

Anita is an accomplished actor, director,
creator, and playwright, and is active in the

theatre industry.

She admits getting the play up and run-
ning is a difficult process, as there is so much
involved in putting a production together.

Her play, titled “12 Litres 8800 Steps,” is
about the toll that addiction places on care-
givers and family and her own healing experi-
ence with equine therapy.

The play features two actors. Anita plays a
version of herself on stage, and her character
can also be described as her alter ego.

In the role of the horse Spirit Walker, Brad
Cook brings a horse to life on stage by cos-
tume, mask, and movement.

This isn’t your typical play of actors repeat-
ing dialogue on a stage. Anita prefers to refer
to her work as ‘pieces.’

“I'm not a linear playwright,” Anita
explained. “I call myself more of a creator
than a playwright, in the sense that I don’t
write scripts with people having conversa-
tions. My pieces are inter-disciplinary, mean-
ing they have movement, choreography, and
dance. They have video, sometimes music
and sound.”

“12 Litres 8800 Steps” doesn’t take place at
a single time. The action takes place at differ-
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ent times in Anita’s life.

“The story is told in a series of vignettes
that jump through time, from past to present,”
Anita said. “It includes my childhood and my
adulthood — it jumps around. I jump to some
flashback to myself and my partner, and then
to conversations I wish I could have had. I
put it together very much like a collage rather
than a straight narrative.”

The result is a production that blends sur-
realism with reality and transcends time
through one person’s journey through grief
and redemption.

12 Litres 8800 Steps will be performed at
the Factory Theatre in Toronto from May 1
to 17.

SHARING HER JOURNEY - Playwright Anita
La Selva was inspired to write her play “12
Litres 8800 Steps” based on her experience
working with a horse named Spirit Walker at
the Horse Spirit Connection in Tottenham. The
play deals with Anita’s grief of losing her part-
ner, and her healing journey working with Spirit
Walker. The play will be performed at the Fac-
tory Theatre in Toronto from May 1 to 17.
CONTRIBUTED PHOTO

Celebrate Earth Day at the Simcoe County Museum and join a grassroots demonstration

BY BRIAN LOCKHART
LOCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE REPORTER

The first Earth Day was held on April 22,
1970, when activists called on people to join
a grassroots demonstration.

In response to dangerously serious issues
such as toxic drinking water, air pollution,
and the effects of pesticides, an impressive
20 million people ventured outdoors to pro-

test together.

Earth Day has become a day to recognize
the balance of nature and to respect and take
care of the planet.

You can celebrate Earth Day at the Simcoe
County Museum and explore the incredible
forces that power the planet, earth, sun, wind,
and water.

This year’s theme, “Our Power, Our
Planet,” invites visitors of all ages to dis-

cover how renewable energy can help create
a cleaner, more sustainable future.

From hands-on experiments to engaging
facts and demonstrations, guests will learn
how natural energy sources can reduce our
carbon footprint and inspire new ways of
thinking about power.

Whether you’re curious about solar energy,
fascinated by wind power, or interested
in how water and the earth itself generate

SCOVER

THE JOY

OF MUSICl a
RISINGST:

MUSIC ACADEMY

energy, there’s something for everyone to
explore.

Earth Day at the Simcoe County Museum
will take place on Sunday, April 19, from 10
a.m.to 4 p.m.

Admission is $8 for adults (21-64), $6 for
seniors (65+), $6 for youth (12-20), and $4
for children (4-11). Admission is free for pre-
schoolers and museum members

For more details, visit museum.simcoe.ca.

e
OR 5SivGLE BEFORE MAY 1%
TO GUARANTEE A SPOT.

YOUR FOURSOME

HOLE SPONSORS ARE APPRECIATED!
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TO REGISTER OR SPONSOR A HOLE, CONTACT AL LORD
EMALIL: allord6909@gmail.com « PHONE: 416-576-6128

*ALL PROCEEDS FOR TH /IN LORD MEMORIAL FOUNDATION, IN SUPPORT OF THE BRAIN TUMOUR
FOUNDATION OF CA A AND OTHER WORTHY CAUSES IN AND AROUND THE COMMUNITY.

We are a friendly, family run music school, providing a fun,
positive, creative place for training in vocals, guitar, piano,
ukulele, drums and more.

Extra services include: Royal Conservatory piano,
audition prep, singer/songwriter clinics, creating social
media platforms like YouTube and Instagram, and
contacts with recording services. We offer

two recitals every year for the students to

showcase their accomplishments!

COME AND FINDYOUR
TALENT WITH US!

We are located at 562 Victoria St. E., beside Wilton’s Flooring
705.250.STAR (7827) | Email RSMAAlliston@gmail.com

_ Www.risingstarmusicacademy.ca
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Our plan to
protect Ontario
IS building new
pipelines

As Canada stares down economic uncertainty, we're ready with
a plan to protect Ontario. We're building to bring opportunity,
good jobs and growth home to our province.

That's how we protect Ontario.

PROTECT
ONTARIO

ontario.ca/ProtectOntario O -
Paid for by the Government of Ontario n ta r I 0




FIREPLACE

HoME COMFORT CENTRES

— Family Owned Business
Established In 1987

SALES * SERVICE ¢ INSTALLATION

6048 HIGHWAY 9,

SCHOMBERG

800-843-1732

FIREPLACESTOP.COM
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OUTDOOR WOOD FIREPLACES

Create a meeting place outdoors where you can enjoy yourself when the weather is cool, or barbecue with family for an evening outside.

rAsk us about
FREE DELIVERY
FREE ASSEMBLY

Youth arrested in connection to targeted assault of disabled person

Officers from South Simcoe Police have
arrested and charged a youth in connection to
what it calls a targeted and disturbing assault
on a vulnerable member of the Bradford West
Gwillimbury community.

“Over the past several weeks, police have
been actively investigating a series of incidents
involving social media platforms, including
Snapchat, in which a person with a disability
was deliberately targeted, harassed, and bul-
lied by a group of youths,” reads a press release
from the South Simcoe Police.

“The investigation intensified following

the circulation of a video depicting a violent
assault on the victim. In the video, the victim
was led to a secluded area, where they were
subjected to repeated acts of violence while the
incident was recorded and shared online.”

As a result of the investigation, a 14-year-
old youth from York Region, turned them-
selves in to South Simcoe Police on April 7,,
and has been charged with multiple counts of
assault contrary to Section 266 of the Criminal
Code of Canada.

The accused has been released from custody
and is scheduled to appear before the Ontario

Court of Justice at a later date. In accordance
with the provisions of the Youth Criminal Jus-
tice Act, the identity of the accused cannot be
released.

The investigation remains ongoing, and
additional arrests and charges may follow.
Police are urging parents and guardians to
speak with their children about responsible
social media use, the importance of treat-
ing others with respect and compassion, and
the serious consequences that can result from
engaging in or promoting violent, harassing, or
bullying behaviour.

Anyone with information related to this
investigation is asked to contact Police Consta-
ble Chelsea Trenouth at 905-775-3311 or email
chelsea.trenouth@southsimcoepolice.ca.

Should you wish to remain anonymous, con-
tact Crime Stoppers at 1-800-222-8477 (TIPS).
You can submit information online at www.
crimestopperssdm.com.

Crime Stoppers does not subscribe to call
display, and you will remain anonymous.

Being anonymous, you will not testify in
court and your information may lead to a cash
reward of up to $2,000.

Absence of seat belts remain the primary cause of preventable death on roadways

BY SAM ODROWSKI

The primary safety feature in any automo-
bile — seat belts — have been mandatory for
50 years.

Ontario enacted its first seat belt law on Jan.
1, 1976, setting penalties for drivers and pas-
sengers who refused to buckle up.

It was one of the first jurisdictions in North
America to pass a seat belt law, and since its
enactment, the Government of Ontario esti-
mates that over 9,000 lives have been saved
in the province.

Despite the success of seat belt enforce-
ment in the decades following the first seat
belt law, the Ontario Provincial Police (OPP)
reports that nearly one in four road fatalities
involve someone not wearing a seat belt.

“Dealing with dozens of deaths linked to
lack of seat belt use every year, the OPP rec-

ognizes that what makes these incidents even
more tragic for the surviving families is learn-
ing that their loved one made the choice to not
wear their seat belt before heading out on the
road,” the OPP stated.

During the Easter long weekend, OPP offi-
cers conducted a province-wide seat belt cam-
paign, with the goal of ensuring all drivers
and passengers are buckling up. This includes
ensuring all children are properly secured in
an appropriate child car seat, booster seat, or
seat belt for their weight, height, and age.

In total, 260 charges were laid during Duf-
ferin OPP’s Easter long weekend seat belt
campaign, with 26 seat belt charges, 116
speeding charges, three distracted driving
charges, five stunt driving charges, and five
impaired driving charges. There was also
105 charges issues for other miscellaneous
offences.

“Too many lives are lost to something
entirely preventable. Buckling up takes sec-
onds, but it can mean the difference between
making it home or not. Seat belts save lives, it
is that simple,” said Ontario Solicitor General
Michael Kerzner.

“I want to thank the OPP for their contin-
ued leadership in education and enforcement,
especially during [the recent] busy long week-
end, helping keep families safe on roads and
highways across Ontario.”

During a collision, the threat of serious
injury or death rises steeply when a person is
thrown into a rapidly opening frontal air bag
without a seat belt strapping them in place.

The OPP laid 13,560 seat belt charges in
2025. Failure to wear a seat belt carries a fine
of $200 to $1,000 and two demerit points,
which remain on your driving record for 2
years.

“In 2025, the OPP responded to 41 road
fatalities in which lack of seat belt use was
either the cause or a contributing factor. At
any time, you can become involved in a colli-
sion caused by another driver. The single most
important thing you can do to protect yourself
during a crash is to ensure you and all other
vehicle occupants are properly buckled in,”
said OPP Commissioner Thomas Carrique.

Within Ontario, people involved in colli-
sions are 36 times more likely to die when not
wearing a seat belt, according to the provin-
cial Ministry of Transportation.

“Wearing a seat belt takes only a few sec-
onds, but it can save your life and your fam-
ily’s,” said Prabmeet Sarkaria, Ontario Minis-
ter of Transportation.

“Help protect Ontario by buckling up and
making sure every passenger is properly
secured before every trip.”

As bears exit hibernation, Ontario Provincial Police and province urge caution during encounters

BY SAM ODROWSKI

As the seasons change and bears emerge
from hibernation, the Ontario Provincial
Police (OPP) is working with the provincial
government to inform the public on how to
stay safe and prevent attacks.

While black bear attacks are extremely
rare in Ontario, averaging less than one per
year and often happening in remote areas,
there is currently little natural food for bears.
This results in them searching for other food
sources, lying in garbage bins, bird feeders,
and other residential receptacles, bringing

them into populated areas.

If bears begin to make their presence
known, there are several things the public
can do to stay safe.

The OPP and the province suggest never
feeding or approaching bears, storing gar-
bage in waste containers with tight-fitting
lids (preferably indoors), and waiting until
pickup day to put out garbage for collection
to reduce the odds of an encounter.

Another key suggestion is to remove bird
feeders for spring and summer and instead
offer birds natural alternatives, such as flow-
ers, nesting boxes, or fresh water.

After barbecuing, be sure to clean the grill
and grease traps of any food residue.

Keeping dogs on a leash and storing pet
food indoors are two other ways to reduce
one’s chances of encountering a bear, accord-
ing to a joint statement by the province and
OPP.

Bears have excellent memories and will
return to where they have found food in the
past, sometimes travelling over 100 kilo-
metres. If bears have been an issue at your
property in the past, remain vigilant for their
return, especially as the weather warms and
they emerge from hibernation.

“Alert neighbours about any bear activ-
ity and share these Bear Wise tips to
reduce attractants in your community,”’
reads the province’s joint statement with
the OPP.

When encountering a bear in a non-life-
threatening setting, the public is encouraged
to call a non-emergency, toll-free Bear Wise
reporting line at 1-866-514-2327. The line
operates from April 1 to Nov. 30 and is avail-
able 24/7.

If a bear poses an immediate threat by
exhibiting threatening or aggressive behav-
iour, remain calm and call 911.

Don’t go fishing for your news, community highlights, current events and more'
THE NEW TECUMSETH TIMES HAS YOU

-

TheTimes

If you have a story idea or upcoming
event you’d like to share with us, email
newtectimeseditorial@gmail.com

COVERED ONLINE AT NEWTECTIMES.COM
AND IN PRINT EVERY THURSDAY.
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Ontario’s minimum wage rises to nearly $18 per hour this fall

BY SAM ODROWSKI

Minimum wage will increase from $17.60
to $17.95 per hour on Oct. 1.

The Ontario government announced the
increase on April 1, which will result in a
roughly 2 per cent pay increase for more than
700,000 minimum-wage workers.

The yearly increase is tied to the province’s
Consumer Price Index (CPI), currently at 1.9
per cent.

The provincial government says the $0.35
per hour pay raise helps to ensure wages
“continue to reflect economic conditions
while protecting workers and providing busi-
nesses with greater stability.”

According to the Ontario government,
approximately 35 per cent of minimum-wage
workers are employed in retail trade and 24
per cent in accommodation and food services.

“Ontario workers are the engine of this
province,” said David Piccini, Ontario’s Min-
ister of Labour, Immigration, Training and

Skills Development. “By raising the mini-
mum wage to one of the highest in Canada,
our government is putting more money in the
pockets of Ontario workers, supporting fami-
lies through economic uncertainty and giv-
ing businesses the stability and predictability
they need to plan and grow.”

A minimum wage worker who works
40 hours per week will see an annual pay
increase of roughly $728.

In Ontario, minimum wage rises every Oct.
1 based on provincial CPI.

“Our government continues to take deci-
sive action to protect workers, businesses
and communities in the face of global eco-
nomic uncertainty,” reads a press release
from the Ontario government. “By ensuring
fair wages, investing in skills training and
helping employers retain experienced staff,
the province is building a more competitive
self-resilient and self-sufficient economy that
can create good-paying jobs for generations
to come.

Simcoe Mukoka District Health Unit offers

BY BRIAN LOCKHART
LOCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE REPORTER

The Simcoe Muskoka District Health is
highlighting the importance of oral health dur-
ing April — Oral Health Month in Canada —
and the publicly funded dental services avail-
able to support local families.

“Good oral health is an essential part of
overall health and well-being at every stage
of life,” said Shelly-Ann Morgan, manager
of SMDHU’s community oral health pro-
gram. “For children, healthy teeth and gums
do more than create bright smiles, they sup-
port proper nutrition, speech development and

self-confidence. Establishing positive dental
habits early can prevent painful infections and
reduce the need for more complex treatment
later.”

Parents and guardians are encouraged to
take their children for their first dental visit by
age one and keep up with regular checkups.
Early dental care helps teeth grow properly
and lowers the risk of future problems, build-
ing a strong foundation for lifelong oral health.

Families worried about the cost of dental
care may be able to access low-cost and pub-
licly funded programs offered by the Health
Unit.

These programs provide regular checkups

and emergency dental services to eligible chil-
dren and youth up to age 17.

Health Unit staff are available to help fami-
lies understand who qualifies for these pro-
grams and can guide them through the regis-
tration steps.

In addition, dental clinics at the Health
Unit also provide dental care to eligible adults
through the Ontario Seniors Dental Care Pro-
gram.

“Our clinics provide a welcoming and
respectful environment where children and
families are treated with compassion and
care,” Morgan explained. “We encourage
families to check their eligibility with us, as

Need help growing
your business to the
next level?

TheTimes

orograms to help families get dental care

many are pleasantly surprised to discover they
qualify.”

The Health Unit recognizes that dental vis-
its can feel overwhelming. Dental anxiety is
common, and the Health Unit’s experienced
team explains what work is being done and
uses gentle techniques to ensure everyone
feels safe, comfortable, and supported.

Appointments are available at SMDHU
clinic locations in Barrie and Gravenhurst.

Families seeking more information about
eligibility or wishing to book an appointment
can call 705-721-7520 ext. 8818, toll-free at
1-877-721-7520, or visit online at smdhu.org/
DentalCare.

Reach your target
audience by advertising in
the New Tecumseth Times.

Email Vicki Meisner at vicki@lpcmedia.ca
to discuss your marketing needs today




Carney’s Liberal Government has
become a very different beast from the
one formed under the leadership of Jus-
tin Trudeau. If Marilyn Gladu, a woman
whose views largely aligned with the
more socially conservative wing of the
Conservative party can find a place
within the party despite, to my eyes,
having little in common with it, it will be
interesting to see how the Liberals will
continue to evolve as a party that takes
all perspectives into consideration.

For better. For Worse. For everything
in between. And, barring a reverse exo-
dus away from Carney and back into
the arms of the Poilievre Conserva-
tives, it’s poised to be a situation with
some staying power.

Stay tuned.

Democracy was at work at the
Provincial level on Monday as well
when Ontario Minister of Education
Paul Calandra announced a signifi-
cant restructuring of Ontario’s school
boards.

Above and beyond the shift away
from traditional Directors of Education
towards a Chief Executive Officer with
business experience, as if our publicly-
funded schools are businesses, was
the somewhat welcome news that the
publicly-elected roles of school trust-
ees will continue to exist as Ontario
gets ready for the 2026 Municipal Elec-
tions this October.

Although the role of the trustees will
be significantly diminished from what
they were elected to do in the 2022 —
no longer being able to make changes
to the CEO-derived budget, for one — it
was nice to see the Minister acknowl-
edge the community-level role these
positions hold and offer some certainty
to those seeking to put themselves for-
ward to advocate for the educational
needs of their families, neighbours, and
constituents.

Again, somewhat.

There is still no clarity what role trust-
ees will have, if any, in school boards

THE NEW TECUMSETH TIMES | THURSDAY, APRIL 16, 2026 1 5

Brock’s Banter: Minority reports

currently under Provincial Supervi-
sion, such as the York Catholic District
School Board and Peel District School
Board, ahead of the October election.

Should these “supervised” boards
not satisfy the Ministry that the requi-
site changes have been made, trustees
will continue to have no role, aside from
matters of faith in the case of Catholic
trustees, until Queen’s Park is satisfied
with an impacted Board’s performance.

Yet, by the sounds of it, members of
the public can continue to put them-
selves on this fall’s ballot — only to find
themselves placed essentially into sus-
pended animation until the Ministry
decides otherwise.

That doesn’t sound like a particularly
attractive prospect from where | sit,
nor does it do anything, in my view, to
strengthen our democratic process.

It sounds like the governmental
equivalent of paying for the privilege of
being placed on a list for the opportu-
nity to get a chance to potentially buy

a highly-coveted concert ticket, but no
guarantee of getting to see the show,
no matter how much money you're pre-
pared to throw at it. There’s no certainty
in any election as voters cast their bal-
lots for different reasons, but usually —
USUALLY —there’s a position for some-
one to win and be the community voice
they were elected to be.

Unless things change in the coming
months, in jurisdictions where these
Boards are suspended, it's a race for a
title and nothing more.

I've previously expressed by con-
cerns in this space with some of the
things | have seen unfold at the YCDSB,
but given the choice between having
community representation at the table
versus none, | know where | stand —
and so do incumbent, prospective, and
in-limbo trustees.

In their case, however, there is no
floor to cross for greener pastures,
whatever colour you’re looking for. How
about an ecclesial aisle?

Heavy rainfall causes unsafe road conditions for drivers throughout the reglon OPP

As heavy rainfall continues across the
region, the Central Region Headquarters
of the Ontario Provincial Police (OPP) is
reminding drivers that safety starts behind
the wheel.

Wet roads, reduced visibility, pooling
water, localized flooding, and the potential
for dense fog in some areas can make driv-
ing hazardous when conditions can change
quickly.

Significant rainfall has occurred through-
out the week and is expected to persist
over the coming days, increasing the risk
of water collecting on roadways, washouts,
debris, and sudden road closures. These
conditions may develop rapidly and can
be difficult to predict, particularly in rural
areas.

Before leaving home, drivers are encour-
aged to check current road conditions, clo-
sures, and travel advisories through 511on.
ca and municipal511.ca, monitor localized
weather forecasts through The Weather

Network, and follow OPP Central Region
social media channels for timely updates
on active road closures.

Police remind all road users to take the
following precautions:

* Slow down and increase following dis-
tance, as visibility can change quickly and
wet roads reduce stopping ability

e Ensure all vehicle lights are turned
on, including headlights and taillights, to
improve visibility and help other drivers
see you in poor weather conditions

* Avoid driving through flooded areas or
large puddles, as water depth can be dif-
ficult to judge and may conceal roadway
hazards

e Remain alert for washouts, debris, and
the risk of hydroplaning

* Obey all posted signage and road clo-
sures

Flood conditions can develop quickly
and may present serious dangers to motor-
ists. Drivers are encouraged to choose

W OBITUARIES

FOREVER IN OUR Hfeartls

nephews.

or to the charity of your choice.

Rolph: Hugh Gordon
May 22, 1938 — April 1, 2026

It is with heavy hearts that we announce the passing of Hugh
Gordon Rolph, who passed away peacefully at Stevenson
Memorial Hospital in Alliston.

Loving husband of Anne Rolph (née Ellis). Devoted father of

: L Sandra (Tim) and Mali (Kolt) Luty. Cherished grandfather of Rush
Danger, Holiday Rebel, Eli, and Maple. Hugh will be sadly missed by his brother Tony
(the late Wendy). Predeceased by his parents, Ernest and Mary Rolph.

Hugh will be fondly remembered by his friends, extended family, and many nieces and

Cremation has taken place. The family will receive friends at Rod Abrams Funeral Home,
1666 Tottenham Rd., Tottenham (905-936-3477), on Saturday, May 2, 2026, for visitation
from 10:00 a.m. until 11:00 a.m., when a memorial service will be held in the chapel.

In lieu of flowers, donations in memory of Hugh may be made to St. Andrew’s College

Condolences and memories may be shared with the family at
www.RodAbramsFuneralHome.com.

alternate routes or delay travel when con-
ditions worsen.

Taking a few extra precautions can make
all the difference. Plan ahead, stay alert,
and stay safe.

Anyone requiring emergency assistance
is reminded to call 911. For non emer-
gency incidents, the public may contact the
Ontario Provincial Police non-emergency
number at 1 888 310 1122.

In Memory of Our Beloved Son and Loving Brother

KEVIN LORD

April 16, 1986 -

April 29, 2006

Although it’s been 20 years
Just the mention of your name,
Continues to bring us tears

Living without you has not been easy
But you are in our thoughts every day
Thinking of who you would be today

We forever cherish the memories of you
But without you, nothing will ever be the same
Not until the day comes
When we are back together again

Happy 40th Birthday, Kevin
Love you and miss you so very much.
Mom, Dad and Lindsay
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Think you can sell?

Come join a dynamic, fast paced, growing entrepreneurial
company looking for driven, enthusiastic sales representatives.
A rewarding, lucrative opportunity for the right candidate.

I WANT YOUR F CAR! DUTIES AND RESPONSIBILITIES:

Porsche 356/911/912. e Sell advertising in our local community newspapers across

Jaguar E-Type or XKE. Tell me what you have, Call David . o

I love old classics especially German, British and Muscle Cars. 160 Dok O it v BTOw(ng tear; dleueloping e "?’T”a's and
Whether it's been in the barn for 25 years, or your pride 41 6_802_9999 supplements for new revenue and income opportunities

and joy that is fully restored. I'll pay CASH. EXPECTATIONS:

e Have a positive attitude

WE PAYh.(fASH for 505 GENERAL HELP WANTED o Willing to work hard and enjoy rewards in a team environment
;czrea.p \\,'\?e 'C:i:o' szz e Willing to take chances and learn from your peers

construction and farm
equipment. Open 7
days a week. Call
905-859-0817 (Peter)

DESIRED SKILLS & EXPERIENCE:
e Sales Driven

N OW * Great Personal Skills

® Some Sales Skills Preferred but would be

HIRING willing to train the right candidate

L * Works Well with Deadlines and Budgets
Cold Web Offset Printing e Organized with an Intermediate Knowledge

Positions available at MASTER WEB located of Microsoft Excel

in Mississauga Ontario.

COMPENSATION:
EXPERIENCED Base + Commission
Pressman/Presswoman
Wages starting at $26 - $35 per hour, Full Time ’
Permanent, Night shift, Benefits after 3 months Let s Ta I k
EXPERIENCED .
Bindery Stitcher Operator s
Wages starting at $24-828 per hour, EMAIL RESUME FOR CONSIDERATION:
- il Night shift, Part time, Benefit after 3 months Zach Shoub
y Please email resumes to: 416_803_9940_
ADVERTISING LOCALLY s mestemibiivon zach@Ipcmedia.ca
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Please recycle this newspaper
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602 ARTICLES FOR SALE
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PUBLISHING corp.

601 ARTICLES WANTED 601 ARTICLES WANTED

Ancient Scythian short sword, dating to
roughly 200 BC. A very nice, preserved

specimen at 22” long. With wood stand. A beautiful, custom made pendant. Contains
Scythian pommel swords (a variation of a genuine silver Roman coin of Gordian Il - 1] 1]
akinakes), were characteristic of Scythian (AD 225-244). Solid 10 kt. gold frame and BUYING VINYL RE(?ORDS ne WANTED ner
and Sarmatian nomadic cultures in Eurasia. large bail, with genuine .20 diamond of STEREO -45’s. WE PAY FOR GOLF BALLS
Discovered in Ukraine. Professionally above average cut and clarity. Measures just Cash for antiques and Pay $0.15 to $0.40 per ball
cleaned and sealed with micro wax. A great, over 1inch (3 cm.) in diameter and weighs . . Year Round! Pick-up Available
rare collectible. Asking $1,200. 10 grams. Asking $1,800. coIIectlbles—stamps-coms. 416-889-9365 pPeter
\\ Email mpavilons@rogers.com /f \\ Email mpavilons@rogers.com /F Call James at 416-569-9976. NO MIN QTY OR NO MAX!
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ALL JUNK
REMOVAL

Grass fed/finished Angus
freezer beef for sale. Sides,

SEASONED
FIREWOOD

BASEMENTS » YARDS
RGNS 647.237-5537 | REEen
Valleybrook Farm Face Cord $170 Ve'éﬁ??i"SﬁZ'&?Zf“
905-460-4662, Bush Cord $500 goorste)?gguggff’
blackcow@sympatico.ca Smaller amounts also available. 416-876-2219
We deliver.
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612 AUCTIONS/FLEA MARKETS

5% BUYER’S PREMIUM W/ $400 CAP

Kidd Family Auctions is calling all buyers and sellers!

1153 Canal Rd,
Bradford, ON L3Z 4E2

SPRING TOOLS & EQUIPMENT SALE
ON APR 24TH AT 5P.M.

Big or small, there’s something for every job to help tackle your to-do
list with ease. Features: MF 135 tractor; MH 44 & Pony tractors; JD 3520
tractor; JD 8350 seed Dirill; Zetor Forterra 140 HSX tractor; Int 1440 combine
w/ heads; Farmall A tractor; MF 820 disc; Case 2470 tractor; tillage equip;
3 pth blower, tiller, mower; bale wagon; gravity wagon; sm sq wheat straw;
Vermeer rnd baler; 2007 & 1997 GMC trucks; ‘97 Chev truck; utility trailers;
Polaris ATV; JD lawn tractors & decks; NOMA & Husqvarna lawn tractors;
Timberlodge camper; Viking alum boat w/ motor & trailer; Club Car golf
cart; ‘06 Yamaha Apex RTX snowmobile; Mennonite built garden shed;
picnic tables & planters; Hot Water Pressure Washer (new); HD welders;
generators; chain saws; wood & machine shop tools; motorcycle gear; home
improvement supplies; bikes; garden tools; and so much more.

Preview: Apr 24th, 10-4pm, or call for an appointment on another day. | &
Preview & pickup at our home office base, 438280 4th Line, Melancthon.
North of Shelburne.

Interested in absentee bids? Consigning in an upcoming sale?
Joining our Referral Rewards Program? Give us a call to get started.

Call, text or email anytime. Call: 519-288-2228  Text ONLY: 519-938-1315
Lyn@KiddFamilyAuctions.com | www.KiddFamilyAuctions.com
438280 4th Line, Melancthon L9V 1S9 (North of Shelburne)

Trusted Tree Maintenance & Removal

SHERWOOD

— MAINTENANCE GROUP —

* Aerial Pruning

+ Canopy Maintenance
* Planting & Fertilizing

+ Storm Risk Prevention

* Arborist Reports & Plans
+ Tree & Shrub Appraisal
+ Urban Tree Removal

+ Storm Debris Clean-Up

Fully trained & insured with leading
- techniques & equipment ”u
647-400-6998 | 647-338-8733

smgtrees@gmail.com www.smgtrees.com

STORAGE

AVAILABLE:
20 yard sea can con-
tainer for storage lo-
cated in Nobleton.
Safe location. For more
information, please call
905-859-0817

909 PERSONALS

If Drinking Has Become
a Problem We Can Help

416-487-5591
Or Call Toll Free in Ontario
1-877-404-5591
ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS
www.aatoronto.org

R emember your loved
ones (i a ééma/ way...

IN MEMORIAMS

$40 + HST
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. E[B|O|N RIA|PI|E DIO|IM|E

Kevin Scott B|L|E|D Alc|E|D D|R|I |B

MAI“ .B y E|A|S|E|D TIO|R AlG|A|N
cArthur - Besse oMo oM<l

A“ctlons B|H|P M| A|lD T|A B|E|E

E|A|R|N|E M1 |D I [N|G

AlN|O|AlS v|Alc s|u|le|b|E

Farm, Livestock, Estate, Home & Business AP &8 6 = AR

Auctions with experience & consideration s|i|s M ElG olalT plol|T
Please contact us at T E|L|EM/E|T|E|R

Kevin 519-942-0264 - Scott 519-843-5083] [EI1A[R|E TIE|L S|A|BIE|R

. AlG|IH|A A|lG|E|S BI|O|R|A

mcarthurbessey@gmail.com
c|r|o|c T|A|T|E B|L|A|B
www.theauctionadvertiser.com/KMcArthur| [, A (s[4 EnlE e i Talsl;

SUPPORT YOUR
LOCAL BUSINESSES!

Sniff Out a Great Dea

in the Classifieds.

Shoppers with a nose for bargains head straight for

the Classifieds

In the Classifieds, you can track down deals on everything
from cars to canine companions. It’s easy to place an ad or
find the items you want, and it’s used by hundreds of area

shoppers every day.

Go with your instincts and
use the Classifieds today!

call 1-888-557-6626
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SUPPORT
LOCAL
SMALL

BUSINESS

*129

+ HST WITH COUPON

+ Furniture Moving
+ Deodorizing
+ Colour Brightening

(Max. 150 sq ft.
per room)

C
* Pre-Spotting 8
P
(o)
\|

CARPET & UPHOLSTERY CLEANING
LOCALLY OWNED & OPERATED - 20+ YEARS OF SATISFIED CUSTOMERS

| TF1-844-755-30470R416-709-3129 :

fullsteamcarpetcare.com e fullsteamcarpet@gmail.com

| CHAIN LINK FENCE .1_
m.l 4 &5 HIGH BLACK CHAIN LINK, >
ALWAYS IN STOCK .

E“EE WOOD FENCE » WROUGHT IRON FENCE |

FARM FENCE  BOBCAT SERVICE
RESIDENTAL * FARM DEMOLITIONS « SUBCONTRACTOR
GCOMMERGCIAL

OVER 20 YEARS EXPERIENCE
(705) 250-7711 o (416) 993-0711

FOLLOW US ON FACEBOOK/ |

ALLISTONFENCE > ]

CONCRETE HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING

DO YOU HAVE
SUNKEN CONCRETE?

Liftec Slabjacking Inc.

“We raise sunken concrete”

DO NOT REPLACE

WE RAISE SUNKEN CONCRETE
At A Fraction Of The Cost
Of Replacement

Call Today For A
Free Estimate!

www.liftec.ca ~ 1-866-280-7770

SIN CON @5

Construction & Concrete

YEARS

EXPERIENCE
CONCRETE - WATERPROOFING - DECKS - FENCES
SOD - INTERLOCK/FLAGSTONE - ASPHALT - SEALING

CALL FRANK TODAY
FOR A FREE ESTIMATE!

416-27/2-0343

GRAVEL DRIVEWAYS NEW
:CONDITION!

DRIVEWAYS REPAIRED

POT HOLES FIXED
NOT JUST FILLED

SCULVERT INSTALLATION
TURAL STONEWORK
RETAINING WALLS

PECIALTY GRADING
AND EXCAVATING

"NEW PARKING AREAS
DITCHING

LSRR

GRAVEL DRIVEWAYS

SKID STEER/EXCAVATOR
SERVICES

SPECIALIZING IN RECYCLED ASPHALT

Contact us today for a free quote 416 931 3358
northterrain.ca northterrain@gmail.com northterraingraveldriveways

EAVESTROUGH / SIDING |

'I'EMPO ALUMINUM COMPANY LTD.

SIDING | SOFFIT | FASCIA
EAVESTROUGH

40 @m@ QD/ C(/)ﬂqmue/zce
05_'770'2290

Sutlsfactlon

416-889-0807

[PROPANE AND APPLIANCE SALES)]
* RESIDENTIAL e s
— pane Inc.'
* COMMERCIAL (=St
¢ INDUSTRIAL :_' 1. 866-952-0146 {

INSTALLATIONS @_f‘ 1 ?"@ =)

SERVICE e DELIVERY

CARLING PROPANE INC.
Toll Free 1-866-952-0146 www.carlingpropane.ca

IP SOLUTIONS LTD.

T

LENNOX )

©2026 Lennox Industries Inc.

l..eﬂuelenee Landscapil
- Servlees

35 Years of Customer Servlee Extellenee.
Today!

641.393 1551

3 landscw ~ prinslrall Cleanup_
Lawn Fertil MIockins one~Lawn Aerating/Ri olling

-—‘I'r!!'/sm'uB'Plantinsll'.r.uﬁnlalravél Driveways &-Ilepalr.sn-;-- :
Lapni = Sodding/Seeding-~Shid Steer. Loader:Service_ . &

MASONRY

_Semi:Retiredi~: 50MYe:
Specializ ng in Chlmney Repalrs &
Window Sills, Porches, Stairs,
Walkways, Natural & Cultured Stone,
5 Tuckpointing-Parging
/  We also do New Home Masonry, Brick & Stone «4

/  Call or Text Henry - 705-331-4641 ﬁ

LANDSCAPING

Zonta
Landscaping

& Renovating

Fencing
Decking
Interlocking
Stone Work
Kwik Kurb

Basements
Flooring
Bathrooms

N\

If you are
reading this ad,
our advertising

works!

7’

Kitchens

519-278-1700

Michael Speck

MORTAGE AGENT LEVEL 1
M26000213

TO ADVERTISE CALL

Michael@mortgageville.ca

905 586 1371
www.mortgageville.ca

M Mortgageville

FSRA 13693 Independently Owned and Operated
MORTGAGE P
BROKERS / \

DLC AIMI Collective Mortgage Group

FSRA #13717 Independently Owned and Operated \ /

CAROL FREEMAN N~ o
MORTGAGE BROKER
CELL: 519-938-6518 If you are
FAX: 519-925-6800 H H

cfreeman@dominionlending.ca readlng thI.S _ad’

211 Main St. E. Shelburne, ON our advertising
|
www.carolfreeman.ca works!

PAVING

SPRING @@@@D&&.
Save $ 2 O O Valid on Jobs over $2500

" SPANO PAVING

Specialize in Asphalt Driveways,
Parking Lots & Repairs

spanopavingltd.com
COMMERCIAL * INDUSTRIAL * RESIDENTIAL

O05-303-5503 ¢ 1-877-308-8503

TO ADVERTISE, PLEASE CONTACT VICKI AT 1-519-278-1700 OR VICKI@LPCMEDIA.CA




SUPPORT
LOCAL

SMALL
BUSINESS

QUALITY
WORKMANSHIP
AT AN
HONEST
PRICE

CAPSTONE
RENOVATIONS

www.capstonereno.com

FULLY INSURED - FINANCING AVAILABLE
Kitchens ¢ Bathrooms ¢ Basements
Flooring & Tile * Additions ¢ Decks

Gazebos ¢ Pergolas ® We do it all

Tile, Vinyl & Laminate Flooring « Basements

Full Bathroom Renovations - Fences & Decks

647-290-1779  647-281-9992

CARBONE
HOME RENOVATIONS

Windows & Doors « Drywall / Drywall Repair

" ROOFING

The Local Roofing Experts That You Can Trust

* Family Owned & Operated for Over 30 Years
* Shingles, Flat Roofs, Repairs & More
* Fully Licensed and Insured

(GUARANTEED)

ASKABOUT
_ ROOF REJUVENATION

SAVE UP TO

85%
OVER THE COST
= OF ANEW ROOF

Located in King Township since 1994
1-877-713-6837 | www.guaranteedroofing.ca

I Iﬁh"l;
NEED A NEW ROOF? CALL TODAY!

905-757-7663

FREE ESTIMATES

FAMILY OWNED
AND OPERATED
LOCALLY FOR
OVER 50 YEARS

Proudly Serving Caledon, King and Surrounding Areas

WA SERVICES LTD

RESIDENTIAL - COMMERCIAL . INDUSTRIAL
FREE ESTIMATES  FULLY INSURED - REFERENCES AVAILABLE
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TREE SERVICES

BORA

~ TREE SERVICE
CLEAN TREE REMOVAL & MORE

CALL or TEXT: (416) 820-4050
WILL BEAT ANY QUOTE

EEEEY ©:cnosui: syMplarkemy Certaiifoed 255, 1)1 CaRSicium

Tree Removal e Trimming e Stump Grinding
Land Clearing o Storm Damage e 24 hr Emergency Services

519-938-6996

branchmanagertreecare@gmail.com

Support:the)Local/ Businesses

Who) Help) Support
Owe Communily!2

|
b
- w

I~lemme

=
70N
/ \
" AD
\ /
N~ _ /7

&)

If you are
reading this ad,
our advertising

works!

TO ADVERTISE CALL Barrie Simcoe

TREE SERVICE

519-278-1700

Michael Miehm -
Owner/Operator

Free Estimates,
Certified Arborist
Fully Insured
Tree Removal, Trimming,
Hedging, Lot Clearing,
Residential and
Commercial

(705) 321-3507

Friendly & professional serivce
Serving Simcoe County
since 2007

~

NEW

TECUMSETH
RECYCLES!

WINDOWS & EXTERIOR CLEANING
R E Exceptional window

& eaves cleaning
WINDOWS & HOME interior - exterior - commercial

(647) 393 7397
info@rexwindows.ca

% | gg Contact for a free quote

SCENIC

Professional Services

 Interior / Exterior « Exterior Eavestrough /
Window Cleaning Soffits / Fascia Cleaning

v Siding Cleaning + Eavestrough Gutting
+ Construction Cleans + Pressure Washing

Cell: 705-241-7861 Eﬁ
El .

Email: info@scenic-cleaning.ca
Free Estimates

Website: scenic-cleaning.ca

5+ Years of Professional Experience

Window & Exterior
Cleaning

TO ADVERTISE, PLEASE CONTACT VICKI AT 1-519-278-1700 OR VICKI@LPCMEDIA.CA
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37 Young Street, Alliston 709-439-1409

INCREDIBLE
" PRICE

Breaded; . —
Chicken Breasts#

8| PIECES{907/ph e
Choose from3jv:

Chicken Breast Grills™® £
BB PIECESI200/¢ $17.99 SAVE S7

*x MMULTI BUY x
Buy 2 for $10

Soups
2558 - 400 mL
5 Varieties
Individual price:
$6.99 each

Boneless; Skinless

Chicken Breasts
4-6 BREASTS 680 ¢

Tomato ™8
and Grilled
¥ i Cheese

MFOOD MARKET

Batt}red Haddock
6-9 PIECES 680¢ -

 Bacon Wrappe

Beef Filet: Mignons
' STEAKS % 170°7/6l0zmma
Other size available,

6 STEAKS x113g/402:$59.99 SVEER i

To view the full flyer, scan the QR code
or go to mmfoodmarket.com

MAKE DINNER
EFFORTLESS

BACK TO OUR

LOWEST PRICE OF THE YEAR*

‘Luwest pri oftheyear matches the towest prlce of 2026 todate.

INCREDIBLE
RICE -

;""_ ‘d‘ % ,A i ../ . o -'
i )
1 34 - G T,
each #% BeefSliders
'»,,w,e;‘ﬁ'éﬁ ERS x51g/1.8 0z

Appie But‘t“er%
Pork Tnelo:;.cmg o

MEAL KITS s40g-1.05ks

& Creamy ||
Tuscan |
Style
Chicken
and Pasta

Stir Fry

{ Other varieties available at $19.99 each SAVE $2:
+ NEW! Shrimp Fettuccine Alfredo - Lemon Herb Chicken and Pasta - Creamy Rosé Chicken & Pasta - Beef Teriyaki

# €D

Lavalicious®

hocolate
5aach wae 8eac!1 2

Cakes Cake Pop

2 CAKES 2288- 280 ¢ 6 PIECES 216¢!

Tempura
13-15, PIECES*.
30¢ S -

" pmagtl aMaican-Style
‘ Beef Patty Bites

5008

BECOME A MEMBER TODAY AT
mmfoodmarket.com

for your weekly personalized offers and more.

ALL PRICES IN EFFECT THURSDAY, APRIL 16 TO WEDNESDAY, APRIL 22,2026 UNLESS OTHERWISE STATED.

All discounted prices of products are exclusive to members of the M&M Food Market Rewards program. Simply present your membership card, or sign up for a free membership in store or online, to take advantage of these exclusive offers. M&M Food Market Express
and other non-traditional stores offer a limited range of products; therefore special pricing and promotions are not valid there. We reserve the right to correct any errors. ©2026 M&M Meat Shops Ltd. *Trademark of Celiac Canada. Used under license.
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